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Bhishma's discourses to Yudhishtira on the duties of kings, the rules of caste , the glory of charity, the path of salvation, the ascetic code etc. . In the other books we often see regular treatises on the Sankya, and the Vedanta systems. In Book III the Vana Parva we have lectures on worldly wisdom and on morality. We have Vidura Niti in Book V: thtfJJdyoga Parva> and philosophical discourses like the Bhavad Gita in the Bhishma Parva and so on.
Such, in brief, is the analysis of the triple nature of the substance of the great epic.
2. Book I, the Adi Parva, of the Mahabharata contains three statements, each persumabiy assigning a different number of verses to the epic.
One verse speaks of a stage of the epic when it contained a lakh of verses. This refers to the present condition of the epic. Another verse speaks of a stage when the epic did not contain the secondary narratives and consisted of only 24,000 verses. A third verse speaks of a stage when the epic consisted of only §800 verses. Ugrasravas speaks of 8800 slokas; Vyasa says he composed 24,000 slokas. Elsewhere it is stated that Vysasa composed one lakh of verses for the gods, fifteen thousands for the Gandharvas, ten thousands for men and so oh. (Vide Appendix A-4) It is quite reasonable to persume that these three different numbers refer to three distinct stages in the gradual evolution of the epic.